
COVID-19 RECOVERY GRANT SCHEME – BUSINESS GRANTS 
 

REPORT OF: Business Development Officer 
Contact Officer: Caroline Duffy 

Email: caroline.duffy@midsussex.gov.uk  
Wards Affected: All 
  

 
 
Purpose of the report 
 

1. The purpose of this report is to present 34 Covid-19 Recovery Grant applications for 
consideration by the Cabinet Grants Panel.  This report details those applications 
made by businesses under the scheme in a second round of applications that closed 
on 15th January 2021. Community Service and Voluntary Sector applications are 
being reported separately as requested at a previous Cabinet Grants Panel. 

 
Summary 
 

2. A summary of the 20 applications recommended for funding (strong bids which meet 
the criteria) along with the recommendations from the Economic Development Team 
on the level of financial assistance to be awarded to each organisation are detailed 
below. Further details on these applications and those applications not 
recommended for funding are set out in Appendix A. 
 

Business / Contact   Purpose for which award is 
sought 

Award 
Requested 

Award 
Suggested  

The Maypole Inn / Mark 
Pinch  

Improvements to the outside 
area, with an outdoor structure 
to create more customer space 

£4,928.00 £4,928.00 

MNH Sustainable Cabin 
Services Ltd / Emma Rance  

Purchase specialist equipment 
to ensure hygiene of onboard 
products and upgrade to 
finance IT system to allow 
remote working 

£5,820.00 £5,000.00 

Elizabeth Ockford Ltd / 
Elizabeth Ockford 

Wallpaper pattern books to 
send to new agents and 
distributors  

£3,817.00 £3,817.00 

Mark Parsons T/A Frontline 
Automation / Jayne Clowes  

Move reporting and job sheets 
online, negating the need for 
contact paperwork; laptop, 
licenses and software 

£1,199.00 £1,199.00 

Artemis Telecoms Ltd / T/A 
Start Communications / 
John Davis 

4 Laptops to enable team to 
work remotely more efficiently, 
when supporting customers 
during lockdown(s) 

£3,100.00 £3,100.00 

Albourne Winery Ltd / Nick 
Cooper 

One outdoor mini tepee and 10 
picnic tables to make better 
use of external space to host 
visitors outdoors 

£4,441.00 £4,441.00 

SENse Learning / Sophie 
Amos 

Upgrade to website to be more 
interactive and improve 
accessibility for families, 
students and referral streams  

£2,335.00 £2,335.00 

  



Business / Contact   Purpose for which award is 
sought 

Award 
Requested 

Award 
Suggested  

Tamarind / Anita Hayman-
Lewis 

Purchase specialist equipment 
and updates to the 
eCommerce website 

£2,697.00 £1,805.90* 

Mid-Sussex Super Cream / 
Ashok Kumar 

New tills to handle cashless 
payments. Social distancing 
and Covid-19 protection 
measures on all units 

£10,290.00 £5,000.00 

Not Another Bunch Of 
Flowers / Anikka Burton 

Improvements to warehouse to 
create a usable, Covid-safe 
office to increase working 
space 

£5,000.00 £5,000.00 

Veterinary Insights Ltd / 
Alexander Arpino 

Purchase a laptop to be used 
by the team when working from 
home 

£993.00 £993.00 

Worth Glamping Ltd / Susie 
Whittingham 

New website to improve 
promotion and enable online 
payments. Marketing and 
advertising to support 
diversification to broaden reach 

£4,784.00 £4,784.00 

DT Electrical Supplies (HH) 
Ltd / David Thomas 

Continued purchases relating 
to Covid-19 measures to 
ensure safety of staff and 
trades people when entering 
the premises 

£5,000.00 £5,000.00 

Sussex Tuition Centre / 
Sarah Lawrance 

Website rebuild, tech support 
(1 year), local advertising and 
leaflet drop (6 months) 

£8,925.00 £5,000.00 

Ultimate Warrior Training / 
Nicola Gilson 

To open up with more capacity 
in a safer training environment 
removing a wall to increase the 
capacity of the gym 

£5,000.00 £5,000.00 

Community Inspired Ltd / 
Richard Manville  

Development of existing 
PTA.co.uk website and 
development of new website 
www.fundraisingalliance.co.uk 
plus marketing to attract local 
businesses 

£5,000.00 £5,000.00 

The Talbot / Dean Harding Handheld tablets for staff for 
use with EPOS system, further 
investment in the outdoor area 
(heating, lights etc.) 

£5,000.00 £5,000.00 

Lost Pier Brewing Ltd / 
Daniel Gale 

Purchase and fit racking to 
store the cans now produced 
(diversification from kegs) 

£5,000.00 £5,000.00 

Sussex Chamber of 
Commerce / Ana Christie 

New business services / 
projects; includes careers fairs, 
business festival or conference 

£8,000.00 £5,000.00 

Kitchens Bespoke / Sarah 
Loxton 

Diversifying to add new product 
range, creating a new online 
shop and associated display 
equipment in the showroom 

£5,000.00 £5,000.00 

TOTAL  £96,329.00  £82,402.90 
 
* Recommended award for Tamarind excludes the purchases for equipment as these were 
retrospective and therefore not eligible 



 
 

Recommendations 
 

Members of the Panel are requested to  
 
a) Consider and approve the applications recommended for funding above, 

summaries of which are attached in Appendix A of this report and the 
accompanying criteria scoring assessment in Appendix B. 

b) Consider and approve the grant applications not recommended for funding 
as set out in Appendix A. 

 
Background 
 

3. This is the second meeting of the Cabinet Grants Panel to consider the Council’s 
Covid-19 Recovery Grant Scheme through which Mid Sussex has allocated £300k of 
its revenue to support community organisations and businesses to adapt operations 
in light of Covid-19.  
 

4. The scheme was launched on the 30th October 2020.  The first round of applications 
received a total of 41 applications, 19 of these applications were not considered for 
funding as they did not meet the eligibility criteria (primarily because they were out of 
area or related to running costs) or did not meet the specific Covid-19 Recovery 
Grant criteria.  Following consideration by the Cabinet Grants Panel at its meeting in 
December, 22 businesses were successfully awarded grant funding totalling 
£77,786.00. At the same meeting 26 community organisations were awarded grant 
funding of £70,108.50.  A total of £147,894.50 was awarded leaving funds of 
£152,105.50 for a second round of applications.  
 

Assessment and Policy Context 
 

5. The second round of applications has received a total of 34 applications from 
businesses.  Total funding requested has exceeded remaining funds available (which 
is £81,379.50 for businesses).  Four applications were received from businesses 
recently awarded a 2020/21 Micro Business Grant at the Cabinet Grants Panel in 
January and therefore they have not been recommended for additional funding from 
the Covid-19 Recovery Grant Fund. 
 

6. Of the 30 applications considered, 20 applications have been recommended for 
funding in this second round.  Of the remaining 10 applications not recommended for 
funding: 

− one application was out of area. 

− six applications were not considered eligible for funding under the criteria for this 
scheme. Of these, two related to retrospective costs; three related to ongoing day 
to day running costs / business as usual; and one was not considered to meet the 
Covid-19 recovery grant criteria in terms of the project proposed for funding.  

− three applications scored below 50% when assessed against the criteria and 
therefore did not meet the minimum criteria for a successful funding bid. 

 
7. The pie chart below illustrates the geographic distribution of all applications received.  

In summary 18% are from Burgess Hill, 18% from Haywards Heath, 12% from East 
Grinstead, 6% from Cuckfield and 6% from Scaynes Hill with single applications from 
a broad area of other locations (as below). 

 



 
 

 
8. The applications received have been considered by officers within the Council’s 

Economic Development Team.  A summary of the assessment of each application is 
included within the tables in Appendix A. 

 
9. Applications have been assessed against five key criteria – how the project meets 

the grant criteria, evidence of need, benefits, Council priorities and engagement with 
the Kickstart programme. The maximum possible score for excellent applications 
which fully meet all the criteria is 15. A summary of the scoring criteria used is 
included in Appendix B. 
 

10. All of the businesses whose bids are included in the paper have met the basic 
eligibility criteria for the grant scheme and have been subject to due diligence checks.  
All have provided any additional information requested by officers to support their 
applications.  
 

11. Where applications reference physical works to properties, applicants will be required 
to ensure that the project has all the necessary permissions in place (including 
planning, building regulations, licensing and from landlords) prior to completion.  
 

  
Financial Implications 

 
12. The Covid-19 Recovery grants are funded through the Council’s own funds with 

£300,000 to be allocated to support both local businesses and communities with 
Covid-19 recovery.  The Covid-19 Recovery Grants do not require match funding. 

 
13. The current fund remaining following the first round of applications stands at 

£152,105.50:  
 

Covid-19 Grant Scheme  No. of applications 
in this paper  

Funds requested in 
this paper 

Business Grants 20   £82,402.90 

Community Grants 17 £70,726.00 

Balance (if all bids in this paper are approved) £153,128.90 

 



The difference in the funds available and those proposed in this paper of £1,023.40 
will be met by underspend on projects submitted in round one.  Two projects 
awarded grants in round one have been completed and invoices submitted with an 
underspend of £1,278.00 

 
 
Risk Management Implications 

 
14. The main associated risk to the successful implementation of the decisions arising 

from this report is the inability of the funded organisations to carry out the services, 
activities or equipment purchase for which funding had been awarded.   

 
15. To minimise the risk and as a continuance of the due diligence already carried out, 

successful businesses will be subject to the following levels of monitoring; 
 
Up to £1,000 - Applicants will be asked to complete a short End of Grant Report 
on completion of the project or spend. 
 
Over £1,000 - Applicants will need to provide invoices / receipts as evidence 
of expenditure before the grant is released. They will also be asked to complete an 
End of Grant Report and should expect a discussion or visit from the officer 
administering the grant.   

 
Evaluation of all grants will be reported to the Cabinet Grants Panel in the 2021-22 
Financial Year.   
 

 
Legal Implications 

 
16. The Council is not obliged to provide grant funding, but by virtue of section 1 of the 

Localism Act 2011, it is able to do anything which it considers is likely to achieve the 
promotion of the economic, social or environmental wellbeing of its area.  This 
includes the incurring of expenditure, giving financial assistance to any person (or 
organisation) and entering into arrangements or agreements with any person. 

 
 
Background Papers 
 

17. Grant applications and associated documentation for the Covid-19 Recovery - 
Business Grants are held in the Economic Development Team. 

 


